[Effectiveness of combined and complex treatment of patients with operable cancer of the rectum].
Three hundred and eleven cases of rectal cancer received treatment according to the protocol of a cooperative randomized study. Preoperative irradiation improved three-year survival rates, particularly, in node-negative patients. In node-positive patients, frequency of relapse dropped from 30.0 +/- 8.5 to 5.7 +/- 3.9% when surgical treatment was supplemented by pre- and postoperative irradiation or drug therapy.